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Question 1
Asbestos is used in construction, industry, and commercial sectors in products like building materials. It is used for insulation in buildings, roofing materials brake linings, and water supply lines.  Miners working in asbestos mines face severe diseases like mesothelioma, asbestosis, lung cancer, ovarian cancer, and Pleural plaques (Pass et al., 2005). 

Question 2
Classified from their origin, rocks fall under three categories. These are igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks. 

Question 3
 An earthquake is a  sudden trembling or shaking of the Earth's surface caused by seismic waves originating from the Earth's interior. Seismic waves are produced by the immediate release of some form of energy stored in Earth's crust. The intensity of an earthquake is measured using the Mercalli Scale, while the magnitude of an earthquake is measured by the Richter scale (Dowrick et al., 2008). 
Question 4
The mantle is thought to be solid because it consists of solid rocks, mainly silicate rock. Although the subducted tectonic plate sinks into the mantle (which gives the misconception that mantle is liquid), it is made of solid rocks, and thus it is solid.



Question 5
One of the reasons why the core of the Earth is thought to be liquid is because of the high temperatures present in the center. The temperatures are too high such that they can melt anything, including the nickel-iron rocks found there. Thus, the temperatures are too high such that nothing can exist in a solid-state. The high temperatures melt the materials to a liquid state (Zharkov, 1986).

Secondly, the core is liquid because it allows the passage of seismic waves produced from earthquakes. Primary seismic waves travel through liquid. The fact that primary seismic waves can travel through the outer core to the surface makes us believe that the outer core is liquid. 
The core is made up of iron. This is because iron is the only element that closely matches the seismic properties of the Earth's core (Zharkov, 1986).
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